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Esta prueba consta de dos opciones (A y B). El alumnado tiene que optar por una de ellas y 
responder a todas las preguntas de la misma. 

 
OPCIÓN A 

 

 

1. Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. COPY the evidence 

from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points) 

a) ‘Plogging’, like most modern trends, was born in the USA.  

b) Though ‘plogging’ is a great benefit to our environment, it does not help burn calories.   

c) Besides being harmful to the environment, the presence of litter in a community can lower a property 

price. 
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‘Plogging’: The New Eco-Friendly Fitness Fashion 

Resolving to start going to the gym is something that many people do at the beginning of the year. 

Whether or not they stick to this resolution is another thing. But people might be motivated to work on 

their fitness in a new way by taking care of the environment while exercising at the same time. That is the 

idea behind ‘plogging’, a new environmentally conscious fitness trend where people pick up rubbish while 

on a run.  

The Swedish are known for providing this world with many great things – IKEA furniture, ABBA, and 

Swedish meatballs – and now we can thank them for ‘plogging’. According to The Washington Post, this 

new workout trend is spreading across the globe – primarily via social media – throughout Europe and into 

the US, Mexico, and beyond. On Instagram alone, there are now more than 10,000 posts tagged#plogging, 

which is a combination of ‘jogging’ and ‘plocka upp’ (Swedish for ‘pick up’) – that is exactly what people 

do when they ‘plog’, pick up garbage and run.   

Yes, it’s that simple and won’t cost you the ridiculous fees that a gym membership definitely will when 

you only go to the gym once a week. All it requires is a garbage bag and running clothes.   

And while this might not seem like much of a workout, the proof is in the numbers. Thirty minutes of 

jogging and picking up trash burns about 288 calories, thanks to the movements that your body makes 

when picking up the trash.  

But ‘plogging’ isn’t just about working out – your environment, in addition to your body, will thank you. 

Littering is a huge problem. It costs money for the community in clean-up efforts, it decreases property 

values and can cause serious environmental contamination. If every person picked up a piece of litter a 

day, there would be 300 million fewer pieces of litter.  

People in India are taking ‘plogging’ to a new level because they are introducing ‘plogging’ in hiking as 

well. An increasing number of people go hiking these days, so plastics and garbage are increasing in 

isolated areas and no one goes to clean them up. So hikers are going ‘plogging’ themselves.  In Bangalore, 

a ‘Plogging Party’ is being hosted for people who love to camp and clean the forests. People are also 

cleaning up beaches filled with litter.  

‘Plogging’ is a welcome trend. It not only reduces litter, but keeps the ‘ploggers’ healthy too. On top of 

this, it inspires many others to do the same. Maybe soon it will be difficult to find anything to pick up. 

That is what we are hoping for. 

Fragment adapted from SELF Magazine, Romper and BuzzOnEarth, May 2018 

https://www.self.com/story/biggest-fitness-trends-of-2018
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/inspired-life/wp/2018/02/23/plogging-is-the-swedish-fitness-craze-for-people-who-want-to-save-the-planet-its-making-its-way-to-the-u-s/?utm_term=.007e6e191b53
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/plogging/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/inspired-life/wp/2018/02/23/plogging-is-the-swedish-fitness-craze-for-people-who-want-to-save-the-planet-its-making-its-way-to-the-u-s/?utm_term=.20087d125ebd
https://moneyish.com/ish/plogging-jogging-while-picking-up-trash-is-2018s-hottest-fitness-trend/
https://www.kab.org/sites/default/files/LitterinAmerica_FactSheet_LitterOverview.pdf
https://www.kab.org/sites/default/files/LitterinAmerica_FactSheet_LitterOverview.pdf
http://www.oprah.com/spirit/pick-up-litter-every-monday-matters


 

2.  ANSWER the questions below. COPY no more than 10 words and/or a number from the text to 

answer each question. (1.5 points) 

 

a) What equipment is needed to start ‘plogging’? 

b) How has the new environmentally conscious fitness trend expanded globally? 

c) Why can we say that Indian people are taking ‘plogging’ to a more advanced stage? 

 

3.  WRITE a synonym (=), an opposite (≠), a definition or a sentence for each of the following words to 

show that you understand their meaning in the text. Use your own words. (1 point) 

 

a) resolution (line 2) c) proof (line 14) 

b) to provide (line 6) d) isolated (line 23) 

 

4.  READ this conversation and COMPLETE your part. Write the numbers (1-6) and complete each 

sentence on your exam paper. (1.5 points) 

 

Chatting with a classmate during break 

 

Joe  The school year is almost over. I want to go on holiday with my classmates but I need some 

money. 

You:  Me too. (1) ____________________ some job search websites. This one, for example.  

Joe: Let me see. “Jobs4teens”. That’s very interesting.    

You: Look at this one.  The salary is not bad.  

Joe: I’m not sure.  Lifeguards are out in the sun all day. 

You: Yes, (2)____________________ That’s a tough job. And look at this, we need some sort of 

certification. 

Joe: And what about this one? 

You: No way. You start at 6.00 am! (3) ____________________ early. 

Joe: Yes, but you finish early too and that means your evenings are free.  

You: Joe, you can do whatever you want in the evening, but (4) ____________________ or you won’t 

get up in time.  

Joe: Look! “GoNannies are looking for babysitters”. 

You: Babysitting! No way! (5) ____________________ 

Joe: OK. I got it. You are not very fond of working with children.  

You: Hey Joe, (6) ________________ 

Joe: Let me see. “Dog walkers”! That’s perfect for us. 

You: Yeah. Let’s apply for this one then. 

 

5.  Read the following situations and WRITE what you would say in each one to show that you 

understand the context of the situation. Write between 10 and 25 words. (1.5 points) 

 

a) Your mother asked you to record the last episode of her favourite series, but you forgot. Apologise 

and give her an explanation. 

b) “Many university graduates are unemployed, so I won’t go to university,” your cousin comments. 

Encourage him to go to university.  

c) “I don’t think today’s 18-year-olds are mature enough to vote,” your grandfather states. Express your 

disagreement.  

 

6.  WRITE a composition of about 120-150 words on the following topic (3 points): 

 

 It is everyone’s responsibility to take care of the environment. Give your opinion. 
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Esta prueba consta de dos opciones (A y B). El alumnado tiene que optar por una de ellas y 
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OPCIÓN B 

 

 

1. Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. COPY the evidence 

from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points) 

a) Max Schrems hired big tech lawyers. 

b) Facebook can also gather information about non-users. 

c) Only European companies must obey the General Data Protection Law. 
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Europeans take back control of their data 

This has not been a great year for big tech; on Wall Street or in Washington. For decades, companies like 

Google, Facebook, and Amazon have made vast sums of money using the personal information of their 

users with almost no oversight or regulation. 

In Europe, there is already a law in place. After charging multi-billion dollar fines against Google for anti-

competitive behavior, the European Union established the world’s most ambitious internet privacy law. 

Most people would agree that the pioneer in Europe has been a spikey-haired 31-year-old Viennese lawyer 

named Max Schrems, who has been inflicting misery in Silicon Valley for the past seven years. Not only 

did he bring international attention to the issue of data privacy, he also forced big tech companies to hire 

top lawyers for their defense. Schrems denounced user’s lack of control and cited the example of Google’s 

Android operating system, the software which runs up to 80% of the world’s smartphones, as to use one of 

those smartphones you must first activate it and give Google consent to collect your personal data on all of 

its products. 

At the time when most people had no idea how much personal information was being collected about 

them, Schrems decided to ask Facebook if he could see what they had on him. Unexpectedly, someone at 

Facebook sent him a lot of information. 

Facebook had created a dossier of Max’s life. That included his location history, events he attended, all of 

his contact information and his private Facebook messages, even the ones he thought he had deleted. 

This news created a huge commotion at the time, but it’s nothing compared to what’s being gathered now 

in the rest of the world. Today, Facebook collects information on people who don’t even have an account. 

Google’s Android software knows whether the user is walking, running, or riding in a car. And Amazon has 

patented algorithms that could be used on its Echo smart speaker to listen in on continuous conversations, 

and even read the mood of people in the room. 

In the information age, Max Schrems says data is the most important commodity. The question is who does 

it belong to? Driven by this concern, he has been a major force in drafting the General Data Protection 

Regulation, which became law in May, and every company that does business in Europe must respect. It 

was designed specifically to ensure that consumers, rather than tech companies, have control over the 

collection and use of their own personal information. 

Fragment adapted from CBS Interactive Inc, November 2018 



2.  ANSWER the questions below. COPY no more than 10 words and/or a number from the text to 

answer each question. (1.5 points) 

 

a) How did Mr. Schrems find out Facebook had created a dossier about his life? 

b) Why was Google given big money fines? 

c) According to the General Data Protection Law, who has the monopoly of people’s personal 

information? 

 

3.  WRITE a synonym (=), an opposite (≠), a definition or a sentence for each of the following words to 

show that you understand their meaning in the text. Use your own words. (1 point) 

 

a) vast (line 2)  c) to delete (line 17) 

b) consent (line 11) d) mood (line 22) 

 

4.  READ this conversation and COMPLETE your part. Write the numbers (1-6) and complete each 

sentence on your exam paper. (1.5 points) 

 

You are discussing a school project with a friend 

Kevin: Do you have any ideas for the project? 

You: Yes, I think we could do it about women (1) ___________ 

Kevin: That is brilliant; there have been several important women both in science and the humanities. 

You: (2) _________________ 

Kevin: How about Hedy Lamar or Gertrude Bell? They are really interesting, don’t you think so? 

You: Wonderful! I like them both. 

Kevin: Great, so how can we split the work? 

You: (3) _________________  if you are OK with that. 

Kevin: Perfect, you are really good at researching. 

You: And maybe (4) ________________ , as you are a geek with computers. 

Kevin: You know me, I love it. 

You: Well, we don’t have to rush, (5) _____________ until the end of the month. 

Kevin: Two weeks may seem a long time to you, but I’d rather start now, just in case. 

You: You are right. We should begin (6) ________________ 

 

5.  Read the following situations and WRITE what you would say in each one to show that you 

understand the context of the situation. Write between 10 and 25 words. (1.5 points) 

 

a) Your friend is hurt because of a comment you made. Express your regret. 

b) An old person on the street seems lost. Offer your help. 

c) A classmate is cheating in his/her exams. Warn him/her of the consequences. 

 

6.  WRITE a composition of about 120-150 words on the following topic (3 points): 

 

It is important to be careful about where you upload your personal data and details about your life. Give 

your opinion. 
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Esta prueba consta de dos opciones (A y B). El alumnado tiene que optar por una de ellas y 
responder a todas las preguntas de la misma. 

 

OPCIÓN A 
 

 

 

1. Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. COPY the evidence 

from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points) 

 

a) People who use their phone for more than to talk to other people suffer nomophobia to a greater 

extent. 

b) Smartphone separation may cause blood pressure to rise.    

c) Phone dependency affects both young and old equally. 
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Does ‘phone separation anxiety’ really exist? 

You have left your phone at home and feel really anxious, as if you have lost your connection to the world. 

Do you recognise the feeling? “Nomophobia” (short for no-mobile phobia), a fear of being without your 

smartphone. Researchers warn that nomophobia is affecting everyone, teenagers and adults alike. Indeed, 

you can do an online test to see if you have it. 

Studies carried out by various researchers confirm that people experience feelings of anxiety and stress 

when separated from their phones. Smartphone separation can even lead to an increase in heart rate and 

blood pressure. Investigation also shows that, although nomophobia is affecting everyone, people who use 

their phones to store, share and access personal memories suffer most.  When users were asked to describe 

how they felt about their phones, words such as “hurt” (neck pain was often reported) and “alone” 

predicted higher levels of nomophobia. 

People don’t use their phones to talk to other people – we are talking about an Internet-connected device 

that allows people to deal with lots of aspects of their lives. We develop emotional dependency on the 

phone because it holds details of our lives.  However, the emotional dependency is just a small part of this 

tech phobia. For “screenagers”, it is Fomo (short for ‘fear of missing out’) that creates the most separation 

anxiety. If they can’t see what’s happening on Snapchat or Instagram, they become panic because they 

don’t know what’s going on socially.  

So can being without your phone really give you separation anxiety? Professor Mark Griffiths, a 

psychologist from Nottingham Trent University (England), says it is what is on the phone that counts – the 

social networking that creates Fomo and leads you to check social media again and again so you don’t 

feel left out. “But people adapt very quickly if you take them on holiday and there’s no Internet,” states 

Griffiths. Deliberately separating from your phone by turning it off or leaving it at home can reduce 

dependency and help you to relax.  

 

Fragment adapted from The Guardian, August 2017 

https://digitalintelligencetoday.com/nomophobia-smartphone-dependency-diagnostic-test-marketing-opportunities/


2. ANSWER the questions below. COPY no more than 10 words and/or a number from the text to 

answer each question. (1.5 points) 

 

a) What does the word ‘nomophobia’ describe? 

b) How is it possible to know if you suffer from nomophobia? 

c) Why are we emotionally attached to our smartphone? 

 

3. WRITE a synonym, an opposite, a definition or a sentence for each of the following words to show 

that you understand their meaning in the text. Use your own words. (1 point) 

 

 a) to warn (line 3) c) however (line 13) 

 b) device (line 11) d) deliberately (line 21) 

 

4. READ this conversation and COMPLETE your part. Write the numbers (1-6) and complete each 

sentence on your exam paper. (1.5 points) 

 

You get home from school, your mother is in the kitchen 

 

You: Hi mum! (1) ____________________. 

Your mum: Hi, dear! How was school today? 

You: Great! Two of our teachers were absent; they had to attend a meeting.  

Your mum: Really? That’s weird, teachers don’t usually go to meetings during class time. And how did 

your maths exam go? 

You: Not bad. We had extra time for revising. Mum, (2) ______________? It smells so nice! 

Your mum: Meat lasagne. 

You: Wow! It has been a long time since you made lasagne. And I see brownies too! They look 

really yummy. (3) ___________________? 

Your mum: No, they’re for your sister, for her school trip to the beach tomorrow. 

You: Come on mum, I just want one.  

Your mum: Don’t touch the brownies and let me finish lunch. I need to concentrate. 

You: OK, OK, don’t panic! (4) ___________________? 

Your mum: No, go do your homework and leave the cooking to me. 

You: Thanks mum. Call me (5) ___________________. I don’t want to be late for lasagne and a 

brownie. 

Your mum: The brownies are for your sister. I’ve just told you. 

You: I know, mum. (6) ___________________. 

 

5. Read the following situations and WRITE what you would say in each one to show that you 

understand the context of the situation. Write between 10 and 25 words. (1.5 points) 

 

a) A song is playing on the car radio and your mum starts singing along to it, but you can’t stand that 

song. Complain about it. 

b) You had arranged to meet your friend after school but you completely forgot about it. Apologise to 

him and arrange to do something special to compensate.  

c) “You shouldn’t talk on the Internet at night. We’ve told you a thousand times. We’ll take away 

your computer”, your parents tell you. Express your dissatisfaction and make a promise.   

 

6. WRITE a composition of about 120-150 words on the following topic (3 points): 

 

How much do you depend on your phone? Could you live without it?  
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1. Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. COPY the evidence 

from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points) 

 

a) The main reason why people like Venice is because it is not very crowded. 

b) It is likely that developing nations will make the same mistakes of over-use of cars in cities as the 

developed world. 

c) The only challenge car-free cities have to face is to eliminate the use of cars and trucks from them. 
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Car-free cities 

 

The industrialized nations made a terrible mistake when they turned to the automobile as an instrument of 

improved urban mobility. The car brought with it major unanticipated consequences for urban life and has 

become a serious cause of environmental, social, and aesthetic problems in cities. The urban automobile 

endangers other street users, disturbs people with its noise, causes air pollution and worsens global 

warming.  

 

The challenge today is to remove cars and trucks from cities while at the same time improving mobility 

and reducing its total costs. But the urban automobile can only be supplanted if a better alternative is 

available. At present, public transport is typically a disagreeable and slow substitute for the car. It needs to 

become a pleasant experience and should attain the average speed of a car in light city traffic. Although it 

is hard to imagine a world without cars, many cities across the world are beginning to shift their mobility 

solution away from private cars and towards more environmentally friendly and citizen-focused means.  

 

Car-free neighbourhoods are no unrealistic utopia – they exist all over Europe. Venice is a good example. 

It is loved by almost everyone and is an oasis of peace despite being one of the densest urban areas on 

earth. We should build more car-free cities. We can also convert existing cities to the car-free model over a 

period of decades. 

 

In general terms, the design of cities is driven by three principal needs: high quality of life, efficient use of 

resources and fast transport of people and goods. The fulfilment of these needs in a car-free city gives rise 

to the following design standards: rapid transport, nearby stations, nearby green space and economical 

freight transport. Providing fast access to all parts of the city is basic. Both in consideration of time and the 

limited mobility of small children, the elderly and people with reduced mobility, nearby transport stops 

must be provided.  

 

Unluckily, the four billion inhabitants of the developing world seem eager to adopt Western patterns of car 

use. They should be advised of the costs and encouraged to think about better solutions. However, we 

cannot deny them the use of technology and resources that are used in the developed nations. 

 

Fragment adapted from www.carfree.com 



 

2. ANSWER the questions below. COPY no more than 10 words and/or a number from the text to 

answer each question. (1.5 points) 

 

a) What kinds of problems have been caused in the cities by the introduction of the automobile?   

b) How is public transport considered nowadays?  

c) What is necessary to facilitate the use of public transport for those people with less mobility? 

 

3. WRITE a synonym, an opposite, a definition or a sentence for each of the following words to show 

that you understand their meaning in the text. Use your own words. (1 point) 

 

a) to endanger (line 4) c) neighbourhood (line 12)  

b) light (line 9) d) economical (line 18) 

 

4. READ this conversation and COMPLETE your part. Write the numbers (1-6) and complete each 

sentence on your exam paper. (1.5 points) 

 

Your father and you are talking in the morning 

 

Dad:  Where’s the packet of coffee I asked you to buy yesterday? 

You:  I’m sorry Dad! (1) _____________________. 

Dad:  What? I didn’t go to the supermarket because you told me you would bring it. 

You:  I know. I’ve just apologised.  

Dad:  The problem is that there is no coffee left for breakfast. 

You:  Why (2)   _____________? 

Dad:  Tea? I prefer coffee, and you know I love having an espresso before breakfast.  

You:  (3) _________________________________. 

Dad:  No, that will take you a long time. Don’t worry. We’ll have tea instead.  

You:  Wait! (4) ___________________. 

Dad:  Of course! Good idea. Ofelia (our next-door neighbour) usually buys the same coffee 

brand as we do. Go! 

You:  Yes, but first (5) ____________________. 

Dad:  No, you can do it later. I’m dying to have an espresso. Tell Ofelia you’ll give her a packet 

later.  

You:  OK! I’ll buy it when I go out. (6) __________________? 

Dad:  Money? What did you do with the money I gave you? 

You:  Sorry Dad. I met my friends and I spent it. I promise it won’t happen again.  

 

5. Read the following situations and WRITE what you would say in each one to show that you 

understand the context of the situation. Write between 10 and 25 words. (1.5 points) 

 

a) Your sixteen-year-old sister and her friends are going to be partying all night. Give them some 

advice to avoid having problems. 

b) The garden in your high school is in very bad condition. Suggest to your head teacher some ideas to 

make a better use of it.  

c) A friend of yours is angry because you have posted a photo of her on Instagram. Apologise and try 

to convince her to forgive you. 

 

6. WRITE a composition of about 120-150 words on the following topic (3 points): 

 

Many cities are unpleasant to live in. How could they be improved? 
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Esta prueba consta de dos opciones (A y B). El alumnado tiene que optar por una de ellas y 
responder a todas las preguntas de la misma. 

 

OPCIÓN A 
 

 

1. Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. COPY the evidence 

from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points) 

 

a) 40% of single mothers in the USA are over 35.   

b) The birth rate in European countries has increased a lot since the mid 20
th
 century. 

c) In Denmark, parents receive the same amount of money from the State for each of their children. 
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No need for men? Single mothers in the US 

 

No need for men? Single mothers in the US  is the second of a two-part series on how single women are 

increasingly taking motherhood into their own hands.  Part one looked at the current situation in Denmark, 

while this one sees how things compare in the US. “I had my child in 1981 when I was 36, back then the 

idea was a puzzle to people and everybody thought about single mothers as being teenagers not women in 

their 30s,” describes Jane Mattes, founder of one of the biggest and oldest support organisations for single 

mothers in New York. Being herself a solo mother and psychotherapist, Jane Mattes has been guiding solo 

mothers in the United States for more than 30 years. The need for sharing similar experiences with other 

women pushed her to start a network that grew from a simple coffee and cake get-together in her living 

room to appearing in the New York Times. Her organisation Single Mothers by Choice offers a network 

that provides online support to over thirty thousand members in the United States and also Canada and 

Australia. According to the Census Bureau*, 40% of all births in the United States are to unmarried 

women and, within this group, the birth rate for women older than 35 continues to rise. 

  

Single mothers in America face huge financial pressure. According to a report in the journal Business 

Insider the average cost of a baby’s first year comes out to about $26,000. “The American system is very 

controversial in terms of supporting a child,” says Mattes, adding that in the United States most women 

cannot have access to economic help after the child is born, or to free treatment to get pregnant. 

 

In Denmark, on the contrary, women have the right to free fertility treatment. According to the 2015 Aging 

Report, fertility rates have declined sharply in all EU Member States since the baby boom in the 1960s. 

Added to this, life expectancy in Denmark today is close to 80 years, meaning that younger generations 

will experience huge pressure to support the elderly when they enter into their pension age. For Lone 

Schmidt, a researcher at the University of Copenhagen, this is a more than valid reason to allow everyone 

who wants kids to conceive and raise them. The Danish welfare system gives single parents 1,400 Danish 

Krone (approx. $200) every 3 months for a first child and for each additional one, no matter how many 

they have. 

 

*The Census Bureau: an agency responsible for producing data about the American people and economy 

 

Fragment adapted from Pandeia, 2018 

http://pandeia.eu/north-europe/nordic-nations/denmark-nordic-nations/single-mothers-fertility-no-need-for-men-part-one


 
2. ANSWER the questions below. COPY no more than 10 words and/or a number from the text to 

answer each question. (1.5 points) 

 

a) What made Jane Mattes create Single Mothers by Choice? 

b) What is the approximate total amount of money necessary for a newborn baby’s first year in the USA? 

c) In Denmark, the population is ageing. What will be the problem? 

 

3. WRITE a synonym, an opposite, a definition or a sentence for each of the following words to show 

that you understand their meaning in the text. Use your own words. (1 point) 

 

a) current (line 2) c) right (line 17) 

b) get-together (line 8) d) to raise (line 22) 

 

4. READ this conversation and COMPLETE your part. Write the numbers (1-6) and complete each 

sentence on your exam paper. (1.5 points) 

 

Your friend Tommy is telling you about a present he would like to receive 

 

Tommy: I’m going to ask my parents to buy me the Kindle e-reader this summer. You know I like 

reading a lot. 

You: Yes, I know. (1) _________________________________? 

Tommy: Not so much, and it would make my life easier. It’s way better than paper books. 

You: Why?  (2) ________________________________? 

Tommy: It’s easy to carry and I could have plenty of books inside. I read a lot and fast. No more 

heavy     bags! 

You: I see, and (3) _________________________________? 

Tommy: You get them from Amazon and many of them are cheaper than paper books. 

You: And have you ever used one? (4) _________________________________?  

Tommy: My aunt Diana has one and she can even read in the dark. 

You: In the dark? (5) _________________________________? 

Tommy: The new Kindle has a light and that is so convenient for me, you know I love reading my 

novels everywhere. 

You: True! And you would have no problem reading on a plane, for example. (6)_____________ 

________________. 

Tommy: I hope so! It could be my “EBAU” present. 

 

5. Read the following situations and WRITE what you would say in each one to show that you 

understand the context of the situation. Write between 10 and 25 words. (1.5 points) 

 

a) In the first term of the academic year you have failed three subjects instead of just one, as your parents 

had expected. Explain to them why. 

b) Your mum always wakes you up much earlier than necessary to go to high school. Complain politely 

to her about it. 

c) Your best friend is going out with a boy she doesn’t like much, but she doesn’t know how to break up 

with him. Give her some advice. 

 

6. WRITE a composition of about 120-150 words on the following topic (3 points): 

 

Modern families do not have many children. What might be the reasons for this?  
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Esta prueba consta de dos opciones (A y B). El alumnado tiene que optar por una de ellas y 
responder a todas las preguntas de la misma. 

 

OPCIÓN B 

 

1. Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. COPY the evidence 

from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points) 

 

a) English has reached its peak as a world language. 

b) Only English native speakers are competent in English. 

c) According to the British Council, a quarter of Europe’s population can communicate effectively in 

English. 
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Has English reached its peak in the world? 

In China last month, Theresa May attended the launch of the British Council’s English is Great campaign, 

intended to boost interest and fluency in the national language. Beyond doubt, the use of English is greater 

than ever, and far more widespread than any other language in the world. All non-English-speaking powers 

of our globalised world recognise it as the first foreign language to learn. The British Council reckons that 

English is spoken at a useful level by some 1.75 billion people, a quarter of the world’s population. It is 

the working language of the whole European Union. 

This global acceptance of English, now far beyond the zones of influence of the British Empire or the 

United States’ backyard, has effectively grown up in just a century. However, the situation seems to be 

changing in the 21
st
 century when other nations, particularly in Asia, are leaving the US and Britain far 

behind in economic growth rates. Thus, two questions arise. Is the position of English in the world a real 

strength to the nations where it is the first language? And is the language likely to hold this top position 

indefinitely? 

Considering the benefits of English as one’s native language, some immediate advantages are 

unquestionable. It has facilitated access for well-educated anglophones to influential jobs. It has also 

provided massive earnings from teaching English as a foreign language (now well over £2bn in the UK 

alone, projecting to reach £3bn by 2020). 

But native speaker level of a language ceases to be an asset when it becomes global property. World 

English will have only a historic connection to Britain or the US, and knowing it well is no longer 

exclusive to native speakers. 

It is hard to credit the vulnerability of a language such as English – which has spread far beyond its 

homeland, and is even claimed to be the “language of freedom”. But this in itself is nothing new. 

Transnational lingua francas, once established, always emanate an aura of permanence. Yet when 

circumstances change, they fall. And the change is clearly coming. 

For English, therefore, its current peak is likely to be as good as it will ever get, its glory as a world 

language not lasting too long. And its fall is likely to coincide with the latest rise of China, whose 

documented history has run for three millennia. Chinese, too, is great. 

Fragment adapted from The Guardian, February 2018 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2006/mar/25/france.eu
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2001/mar/18/referenceandlanguages.features
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/apr/24/europa-english-official-language-eu
https://www.theguardian.com/careers/career-teaching-english-as-a-foreign-language-linguist


2. ANSWER the questions below. COPY no more than 10 words and/or a number from the text to 

answer each question. (1.5 points) 

 

a) What is the aim of the English is Great campaign? 

b) How long has it taken English to achieve worldwide acceptance? 

c) Who has benefitted from their language competence when getting a better job? 

 

3. WRITE a synonym, an opposite, a definition or a sentence for each of the following words to show 

that you understand their meaning in the text. Use your own words. (1 point) 

 

a) to reckon (line 4) c) massive (line 15) 

b) advantage (line 13) d) therefore (line 24) 

 

4. READ this conversation and COMPLETE your part. Write the numbers (1-6) and complete each 

sentence on your exam paper. (1.5 points) 

 

After successfully completing your school year, you try to convince your mother to buy you a dog 

 

Your mum: Hi, dear! How was your last day at school? 

You:  Hi, mum! Great! (1) _________________________________. 

Your mum: I’m very proud of you. You’ve been working very hard this year. 

You:  So, mum. (2) ________________________________? 

Your mum: A dog? No way! You know I don’t like pets. 

You:  But dogs (3) _________________________________. 

Your mum: I don’t care about dogs’ qualities. You know they need lots of time and commitment. 

You:  Yes, mum, but I promise (4) ________________________________________. 

Your mum: And what about the extra dirt, all the fur, slobbers… Yuck! 

You:  That won’t be a problem, (5) _________________________________. 

Your mum: All this requires a lot of time and work. And going to university implies a lot of 

studying! 

You:   Please, I’ve always been very responsible. (6) _____________________________? 

 Your mum: Well, we can talk about it again after your EBAU exams. Carry on studying hard! 

 

 

5. Read the following situations and WRITE what you would say in each one to show that you 

understand the context of the situation. Write between 10 and 25 words. (1.5 points) 

 

a) Your best friend is skipping many classes and you think that is not good. Give some advice. 

b) At a party you spill your drink on the jumper of the person you like. Apologise and suggest something. 

c) You see your parents are very busy with their work and the household chores. Express sympathy and 

offer your help. 

 

6. WRITE a composition of about 120-150 words on the following topic (3 points): 

 

English is clearly the language of choice if you want to succeed in your professional career. Give your 

opinion. 
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Esta prueba consta de dos opciones (A y B). El alumnado tiene que optar por una de ellas y 
responder a todas las preguntas de la misma. 

OPCIÓN A 
 

 

1. Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. COPY the evidence 

from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points) 

a) Many students believe there is no need for homework. 

b) During the academic year, teens are as stressed as adults. 

c) The amount of homework assigned only depends on the grade level. 
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How Much Homework Is Too Much for Our Teens? 

Today’s teens are under a lot of pressure. They’re under pressure to succeed, to win, to be the best and to 

get into the best universities. In fact, during the school year, teens say they experience stress levels higher 

than those reported by adults. 

School can cause a lot of stress, which can lead to other serious problems, like sleep deprivation. During 

the school week, most teens only get about six hours of sleep a night, and some of that sleep deficit may be 

attributed to homework. 

Homework is not only a source of stress for students, but it can also be a problem for parents because it 

affects home life. However, from a teacher’s perspective, the assignments are meant to help students better 

understand the course content and prepare for upcoming exams.  

Given the situation, a few questions should be considered: 

Is homework necessary? Many teens may give a quick “no” to this question, but the verdict is still 

unclear. Research supports both sides of the argument. Personally, I would say, yes, some homework is 

necessary, but it must be purposeful. If it’s “busy work”, like copying pages from a text book, then it’s a 

waste of time. Purposeful homework can come in the form of individualizing assignments based on 

students’ needs or helping students practice newly acquired skills.  

How much is too much? According to a study, students should only be doing about 10 minutes of 

homework per night per grade level. Much of a student’s workload essentially depends on the courses they 

take, the teaching philosophy of educators and the student’s commitment to doing the work. Regardless, 

research has shown that doing more than two hours of homework per night does not benefit high school 

students. Having lots of homework to do every day makes it difficult for teens to have any downtime and 

even family time. 

Can there be a balance between home and school? Students can strike a balance between school and 

home, but parents will have to help them find it. They need parents’ guidance to learn how to better 

manage their time, get organized and prioritize tasks. Equally important is developing good study habits. 

Learning should be fun, not mundane and complicated. Homework should only be given if it is purposeful 

and in moderation. Equally as important as homework is engaging in activities, socializing with 

friends and enjoying home life. 

Most adults don’t work a full-time job and then go home and do three more hours of work, and neither 

should a child. It’s not easy learning to balance everything, especially if you’re a teen. 

Fragment adapted from U.S. News, March 2018 



 

2.  ANSWER the questions below. COPY no more than 10 words and/or a number from the text to 

answer each question. (1.5 points) 

 

a) What is one of the consequences of stress? 

b) Besides homework, what other things are fundamental for teens? 

c) What do teens lack because of excessive daily homework? 

 

3.  WRITE a synonym (=), an opposite (≠), a definition or a sentence for each of the following words to 

show that you understand their meaning in the text. Use your own words. (1 point) 

 

a) source (line 7) c) regardless (line 18) 

b) upcoming (line 9) d) to manage (line 24) 

 

4.  READ this conversation and COMPLETE your part. Write the numbers (1-6) and complete each 

sentence on your exam paper. (1.5 points) 

 

At an English School asking for information to enrol 
 

 Receptionist: Good morning. What can I do for you? 

 You: Good morning. (1) ____________________ 

 Receptionist: Well, we offer a great variety of courses and levels. It all depends on what you’re looking 

for. 

 You: I’ve been studying English for many years and I know grammar basics, but (2) 

___________________________________ 

Receptionist: Then, you should join one of our ‘Spoken English Practice’ courses. Is yours a beginner 

level? 

You: (3) _________________________________ 

Receptionist: In that case, it is better you take a placement test in order to assign you to the course level 

that suits you. 

You: That’s perfect! I’d also like to know (4) _________________________________ 

Receptionist: The groups are very small, ranging between 5 and 8 students. 

You: Fine! And (5) ____________________________________ ? 

Receptionist: It is €100 per month, including two classes a week and one additional social activity 

every two weeks. 

You: (6) ______________________________________________ ? 

Receptionist: We offer visits, cooking lessons, PE classes…in English, to help students become 

immersed in the language. 

You: That’s great! When can I take the level test? 

 

5. Read the following situations and WRITE what you would say in each one to show that you 

understand the context of the situation. Write between 10 and 25 words. (1.5 points) 

 

a) You want to take a year off before going to university, but your parents think it’s a waste of time. Try 

to convince them. 

b) Your friend is posting very personal photos on the social networks. Give some advice. 

c) You have prepared an oral presentation in a group, but the day you have to give it you are ill. Your 

group gives the presentation without you. Express your disappointment. 

 

6.  WRITE a composition of about 120-150 words on the following topic (3 points): 

 

Today’s students have more stressful lives. Give your opinion. 
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Esta prueba consta de dos opciones (A y B). El alumnado tiene que optar por una de ellas y 
responder a todas las preguntas de la misma. 

OPCIÓN B 
 

 

1. Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. COPY the evidence 

from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points) 

 

a) Researchers predict that by the year 2050 advances in technology will allow people’s memories to be 

changed. 

b) Brain implants are currently used for medical purposes. 

c) Investigators at DARPA already know how to treat memory loss in soldiers who have been in 

conflicts. 
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Could hackers steal your memories? 

Imagine being able to scroll through your memories like an Instagram feed, reliving with vivid details your 

favourite life moments and backing up the dearest ones. 

Now imagine a completely different version of the same future in which hackers steal these memories and 

threaten to erase them if you don’t pay a ransom. 

It might sound improbable, but this scenario could be closer than you think. Advances in the field of 

neurotechnology have brought us closer to intensifying and improving our memories, and in a few decades 

we could also be able to manipulate, decode and re-write them. 

The technologies likely to support these developments are brain implants which are today becoming a 

common tool for neurosurgeons. They deliver deep brain stimulation (DBS) to treat a wide range of 

conditions, such as tremors, Parkinson’s, and obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD), in around 150,000 

people worldwide. 

Using the same technology, researchers are exploring how to treat memory disorders such as those caused 

by traumatic events. The US Defense Advance Research Projects Agency (DARPA) has begun a 

programme to develop and test a “wireless, fully implantable neural interface” which it hopes will help to 

restore memory loss in soldiers affected by traumatic brain injury. 

“I wouldn’t be at all surprised if there is a commercially available memory implant within the next 10 

years or so – we are talking about this kind of time-frame,” says Laurie Pycroft, a researcher at the 

University of Oxford. “In 20 years’ time, the technology may evolve enough to allow us to capture the 

signals that build our memories, make them more vivid, and return them to the brain. By the middle of the 

century, we may have even more extensive control, with the ability to manipulate memories.” 

But the consequences of control falling into the wrong hands could be “very grave”, says Mr Pycroft. A 

hacker could threaten to erase or overwrite someone’s memories if money is not paid to them – perhaps via 

the dark web.  

“Memory theft and malicious memory alteration pose a variety of challenges to security,” says Dmitry 

Galov, a researcher at the cyber-security company Kaspersky Lab. “If we don’t develop solutions for that 

first generation of implants, then the second and third generations will still be insecure – but the implants 

will be so much more powerful that the attackers will have the advantage.” 

Fragment adapted from BBC World Service, February 2019 



 

2.  ANSWER the questions below. COPY no more than 10 words and/or a number from the text to 

answer each question. (1.5 points) 

 

a) When will it be possible for us to buy a brain implant? 

b) What might a hacker use to launch an attack on someone’s memories? 

c) What problem will there be if security issues are not addressed in the first generation of implants? 

 

3.  WRITE a synonym (=), an opposite (≠), a definition or a sentence for each of the following words to 

show that you understand their meaning in the text. Use your own words. (1 point) 

 

a) dearest (line 2) c) to evolve (line 18) 

b) tool (line 9) d) alteration (line 24) 

 

4.  READ this conversation and COMPLETE your part. Write the numbers (1-6) and complete each 

sentence on your exam paper. (1.5 points) 

 

Your brother’s friend sees you waiting at the bus stop and stops her car to talk to you 
 

Your brother’s friend: Hi! Can I give you a lift somewhere? 

You:    (1) _________________________________ 

Your brother’s friend: Everyone knows the 301 doesn’t run at the weekend. I’ll take you. It’s no 

trouble.  

You:    (2) ________________________________ 

Your brother’s friend: So, I’ll just send a text to my brother to let him know I’ll be a bit late 

because I’m taking you, OK? 

You:    You’re driving, (3) _________________________________ 

Your brother’s friend: Don’t worry – I do it all the time. I’m really good at both things. 

You:    But, (4) ________________________________________  

Your brother’s friend: Oh, there are never any police around on Sundays – it won’t be a 

problem. 

You:    If you don’t mind, (5) _________________________________ 

Your brother’s friend: I never realised you were so fussy! You’ll have to take a taxi because 

there are no buses on this route today! 

You:    It’s not a problem. (6) _____________________________ 

 

5.  Read the following situations and WRITE what you would say in each one to show that you 

understand the context of the situation. Write between 10 and 25 words. (1.5 points) 

 

a) Your friend wants to buy an expensive dress for the graduation ceremony but she can’t really afford it. 

Say what you think and give her some advice. 

b) There is only one chocolate croissant (your favourite) left in the café; someone pushes in front of you 

and orders it. Tell the person what you think. 

c) You are late for an exam. Apologise to the teacher and explain why. 

 

6.  WRITE a composition of about 120-150 words on the following topic (3 points): 

 

There are negative and positive sides to all new technologies.  Give your opinion. 
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Esta prueba consta de dos opciones (A y B). El alumnado tiene que optar por una de ellas y 
responder a todas las preguntas de la misma. 

 

OPCIÓN A 
 

 

1. Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. COPY the evidence 

from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points) 

 

a) Some of the damage that has been done to coral reefs can never be reversed.  

b) Dr. Gates believes that if nature is left to itself, things will return to their natural state over time. 

c) If water temperatures remain high for more than two weeks, the corals will never be able to recover.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 
 

20 

 

 

 

 

25 

Coral Reefs 

As ecological catastrophes go, it’s hard to find anything more depressing than the coral reef crisis. 

We’ve known for 30 years that climate change leads to the death of entire coral reef ecosystems, and 

yet we’ve done almost nothing to save them. 

Sixteen per cent of the world’s tropical reefs died in 1998, and 2016 was even worse: 70 per cent of 

the world’s reefs were damaged, some irreparably. Almost one third of the Great Barrier Reef, 

Australia’s crown-jewel, turned into a dead seabed that year; this rose to 50 percent by summer 2017. 

Scientists say if we do nothing, 90 per cent of the world’s tropical reefs will be gone by 2050, along 

with all the fish, wildlife and humans that depend on them. 

“The most shocking thing about watching this crisis take place was hearing people say again and again 

that if we just enclosed the world’s reefs in national parks, they would be fine,” says Dr. Ruth Gates, 

Director of the Hawai’i Institute of Marine Biology. 

Is there any hope? Yes, says Dr. Gates, if we forget outdated ideas about wildlife conservation and 

start to actively intervene. “We have to stop thinking that if we leave nature alone and treat it with 

more respect that is sufficient. It’s not,” she says. 

Understanding why corals are so vulnerable to climate change involves understanding a particular 

feature of their biology: while most people think corals are plants (or even rocks), they are in fact 

animals. These animals live in symbiotic relationships with algae that reside within them; the algae 

photosynthesize sunlight like plants, providing up to 90 per cent of a coral’s energy, and also its 

pigmentation. 

When summer temperatures remain just a few degrees warmer than the normal maximum, stressed 

corals respond by removing their energy-producing, colourful algae. Within days, the reef becomes a 

landscape of white skeletons. Corals that have lost their colour can recover if the water temperature 

drops within a week or two, but if cooler temperatures fail to return in time, the corals die. 

One of the most promising areas of research that could help to save coral reefs is cultivating types of 

coral that are adapted to higher temperatures. 

Fragment adapted from https://www.bbcearth.com, retrieved January 2019  

https://www.bbcearth.com/blog/?article=saving-coral


2.  ANSWER the questions below. COPY no more than 10 words and/or a number from the text to 

answer each question. (1.5 points) 

 

a) What solution could help to preserve the dying coral reefs? 

b) When coral reefs disappear, what else is destroyed? 

c) How do corals react to temperatures that are above the normal range for the time of year? 

 

3.  WRITE a synonym (=), an opposite (≠), a definition or a sentence for each of the following words to 

show that you understand their meaning in the text. Use your own words. (1 point) 

 

a)  depressing (line 1) c) crown-jewel (line 6) 

b)  to lead to (line 2) d) outdated (line 12) 

 

4.  READ this conversation and COMPLETE your part. Write the numbers (1-6) and complete each 

sentence on your exam paper. (1.5 points) 

 

You are waiting for the bus but there is only one other person at the bus stop 

 

Stranger: Excuse me, do you know what time it is? 

You:  (1) _________________________________ 

Stranger: I think I might have missed the Number 25. Did you see it go past? 

You:  No. (2) ________________________________ 

Stranger: Oh, I just wondered because it doesn’t usually keep to the timetable. Do you use that 

route? 

You:  Not really, (3) _________________________________ 

Stranger: I see. And is your bus usually on time? 

You:  Well, (4) ________________________________________ 

Stranger: I really think the bus company should do something about it! The prices keep going up all 

the time, but the service never gets any better. 

You:  I know. My bus ticket (5) _________________________________ 

Stranger: I think your school should complain to the local authority. Students shouldn’t have to pay 

so much just to be able to go to school!  

You:  That’s a good idea! (6) _____________________________ 

 

5. Read the following situations and WRITE what you would say in each one to show that you 

understand the context of the situation. Write between 10 and 25 words. (1.5 points) 

 

a) Your sister has told you that she has just broken off her relationship. Offer her some advice. 

b) You borrowed a classmate’s text book to do homework, but you accidentally left it on the bus. 

Apologise and say what you will do about it.  

c) A friend has uploaded photos of you to Instagram without your permission. Tell that person why you 

are upset. 

 

6.  WRITE a composition of about 120-150 words on the following topic (3 points): 

 

Everyone in Western society can contribute to stopping climate change. What can you do to help your 

local environment? 
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Esta prueba consta de dos opciones (A y B). El alumnado tiene que optar por una de ellas y 
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OPCIÓN B 
 

 

1. Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. COPY the evidence 

from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points) 

a) Ramos had never given a third code violation to a player before.  

b) Tennis coaches usually give instructions to players during a match.   

c) Williams received no support from tennis icon Billie Jean King for condemning double standards in 

tennis.  
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Serena Williams’ US Open Controversy 

This has been an instructive couple of weeks to follow the progress women are making in sport.  And I 

don’t mean instructive in a good way.  

The French Open banned Williams’ catsuit, which she wore after giving birth as a message of 

empowerment for new mothers, while the US Open penalized Alize Cornet for quickly changing her shirt 

on court, which many male tennis players do, after she realized it was inside out. And, during the US Open 

final, chair umpire Carlos Ramos decided to do what a referee in any sport should never do: insert himself 

into a tense situation in a major sporting event rather than reducing the tension and letting the players play. 

Ramos first gave Williams a violation warning for receiving instructions from her coach, something that 

apparently every coach does and gets no warnings.  Williams approached the net and told Ramos: “I don’t 

cheat to win, I’d rather lose”. She later smashed her racket in anger and received a second code violation 

for which the penalty is a point. Then came the big one: she called Ramos a “thief” for taking the point 

from her. For that, Ramos gave Williams a third code violation, which meant she lost a game. It was not a 

good moment for Williams, but does that rank in the top 50 terrible things said by a player to an umpire in 

the heat of battle in the history of tennis?   

To Ramos it definitely did, and he made the unprecedented decision of taking an entire game from 

Williams in the crucial second set of the final. Would he have done this to Federer or Nadal in a similar 

situation? We weren’t born yesterday. We know the answer. Of course not. 

Tennis star Patrick McEnroe commented: “I believe that a chair umpire who’s a man, against another man, 

would have said, ‘Listen, you have to be quiet. You’ve got two violations. If you get another one, you’re 

getting a game penalty’.”                             

Billie Jean King, the tennis player who fought for equal prize money at the US open, said on Twitter: 

“When a woman is emotional, she’s ‘hysterical’ and she’s penalized for it. When a man does the same, 

he’s rude and there are no repercussions. Thank you, Serena Williams, for denouncing this double 

standard.” 

The chaos and controversy that surrounded the Serena Williams-Naomi Osaka US Open final will be 

discussed for a long time. You can believe Williams’ behaviour was wrong yet still believe there’s a 

terrible double standard for women when compared to men in tennis.  

Fragment adapted from USA TODAY, September 2018 



 

2. ANSWER the questions below. COPY no more than 10 words and/or a number from the text to 

answer each question. (1.5 points) 

 

a) What caused Williams the loss of a game? 

b) Why was French tennis player Alize Cornet given a penalty at the US Open? 

c) What did Williams want to express with the outfit she wore at the French Open?  

 

3.  WRITE a synonym (=), an opposite (≠), a definition or a sentence for each of the following words to 

show that you understand their meaning in the text. Use your own words. (1 point) 

 

a) to ban (line 3) c) rude (line 23) 

b) major (line 7) d) behaviour (line 26) 

 

4.  READ this conversation and COMPLETE your part. Write the numbers (1-6) and complete each 

sentence on your exam paper. (1.5 points) 

 

A friend calls to invite you to the cinema 

Leslie:  Hi, How are you?   

You:  Hi. I'm OK but (1) ____________________ 

Leslie:  You can do that tomorrow. Why don’t you come with us to the cinema tonight? 

You:  With “us”? (2) ____________________?  

Leslie:  Me, my girlfriend and her friend.  

You:  OK. And (3) ____________________? 

Leslie:  We are not sure yet. There’s that new documentary, ‘A Beautiful Planet’, the Biology teacher 

recommended to us.  

You:  Oh, no more Biology, please! (4) ____________________ ‘A Star Is Born’? That’s a romantic 

drama.  And Lady Gaga stars in it. 

Leslie:  No, no, no!  I hate romantic films, they are so predictable. You know, boy meets girl ...  

You:  They are showing the new sequel to ‘How to Train your Dragon’ too.  (5) _________________ 

Leslie:  Good idea. Sarah loves Hiccup and his pet dragon.  

You:  We could go to the 9.15 show.  

Leslie:  I’ll tell the girls and I’ll send you a message.   

You:  OK. (6) ____________________   

Leslie: Good idea. That way we won’t have to wait in line to buy the tickets. We’ll pay you back at the 

cinema. 

You: Thanks for inviting me. I really need to relax. I’ve been studying a lot. 

 

5. Read the following situations and WRITE what you would say in each one to show that you 

understand the context of the situation. Write between 10 and 25 words. (1.5 points) 

 

a) You and your classmates want to celebrate the end of the school year. Make suggestions. 
b) “Oh no! You’ve broken your mobile phone screen again!” your dad complains. Apologise and make a 

promise.  
c) “We’ve told you a thousand times. You can’t go camping with your friends,” your parents tell you. 

Express your dissatisfaction.    
 

6.  WRITE a composition of about 120-150 words on the following topic (3 points): 

 

There is too much sexism in sport. Give your opinion. 
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Yes, you can earn a living on Instagram

It’s not just Kim Kardashian who makes good money from the photo-sharing app.  Some apparently
ordinary people are getting paid thousands of pounds to post on it.  But are these Insta-celebs just
publicity-seekers, or is posting a credible – and ethical – way to make money?

People of a certain generation might wonder what we’re talking about, so here’s the basics: Instagram
is a social networking app for sharing photos and videos, either on a smartphone or desktop computer.
Similar to Facebook or Twitter, users create a profile and post content with captions and hashtags
(using the # sign). You can follow other people, see their photos and videos, and leave comments.

Meet the ‘micro influencers’, a new kind of ordinary people who charge £300 a post. An example of
this  new  group  of  people  is  Sara  Tasker,  a  32-year-old  from  Yorkshire,  who  set  up  her
account (@me_and_orla) while on maternity leave four years ago, initially posting a picture a day.
She now has about 160,000 followers and has quit her job as a speech therapist to work on Instagram
full time. And it’s well worth it – she earned around £120,000 last year. Tasker initially traded product
mentions for *freebies, but now charges companies for appearing in her Instagram. She is what is
known as a “micro influencer” – a non-celebrity who’s  built  a  decent  social  media  following by
creating and sharing popular content.

To their audiences, micro influencers are seen as knowledgeable, passionate, authentic, and viewed as
a  trusted source of product recommendations. To companies and brands they are a way to reach a
wider audience. Paying influencers to plug or picture products is known as “influencer marketing”.
How much cash changes hands depends on how many followers  the influencer has,  the  level  of
“engagement” (comments and likes) their posts typically get, and their negotiation skills.

Instagrammers who are paid to promote products, and where the message is controlled by the brand,
are subject to the same rules around advertising as any other media. In other words, the message
should not mislead, harm or offend, and should be responsible.

Another key rule that applies is ensuring that advertising is obviously identifiable by using a hashtag
(#ad,  #sp,  or  #sponsored).  Followers  shouldn’t  have  to  play  detective  to  work  out  when  it  is
advertising. After all, truth matters.

*freebies: something given without charge or cost, as a theatre ticket, for example.

Fragment adapted from The Guardian, May 2017

OPCIÓN A

1. Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. COPY the evidence
from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points)

https://www.instagram.com/me_and_orla/?hl=en


a) The amount of money influencers make does not only depend on the number of followers they have.
b) Influencers don’t have to follow any advertising rule.
c) Tasker combines her job as a speech therapist with her Instagram activity.

2. ANSWER the questions below. COPY no more than 10 words and/or a number from the text to
answer each question. (1.5 points)

a) How much money can micro influencers make from an Instagram post?
b) When did Tasker begin posting pictures?
c) How can influencers make clear they are advertising?

3. WRITE a synonym (=), an opposite (≠), a definition or a sentence for each of the following words to
show that you understand their meaning in the text. Use your own words. (1 point)

a) ordinary (line 2) c) trusted (line 17)
b) to earn (line 12) d) skill (line 20)

4. READ this conversation and COMPLETE your part. Write the numbers (1-6) and complete each
sentence on your exam paper. (1.5 points)

Your friend Paul and you meet when buying a present for Jamie’s birthday

Paul: Hi! What a coincidence! What are you doing here?
You: Hey! (1) _________________________________.
Paul: Me too. But I’ve no idea of what to get for him.
You: Me, neither. (2) ________________________________.
Paul: Yes, that’s a good idea. That way we could get him a better present.
You: Well, (3) _________________________________.
Paul: I know he likes music and video games,  but what he likes to do the best is watching

basketball matches.
You: Then, (4) ________________________________________?  
Paul: A ticket for the Spanish basketball league. That would be cool!
You: Yes, but (5) _________________________________.
Paul: Well, we can ask Mary if she wants to take part in his present and share the expenses. 
You: Good! (6) _____________________________.
Paul: If she wants to take part, we can buy Jamie a ticket for next week’s match (Herbalife

Gran Canaria-Iberostar Tenerife CB Canarias).   

5.  Read  the  following  situations  and  WRITE what  you  would say  in  each one  to  show that  you
understand the context of the situation. Write between 10 and 25 words. (1.5 points)

a) You took your brother’s new jacket without permission and you left it at the disco . Apologise and
offer him something in return.

b) You are working on a group project and your classmate has not completed his part on time. Complain
about it.

c) A friend of yours spends too much time on the computer and she doesn’t want to go out at all. Give
her some advice. 

6. WRITE a composition of about 120-150 words on the following topic (3 points):

Social networking has negative effects on young people. Give your opinion. 
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A million bottles a minute: world's plastic *binge 'as dangerous as climate change'

A million plastic bottles are bought around the world every minute and the number will jump another
20% by 2021, creating an environmental crisis some campaigners predict will be as serious as climate
change. Most plastic bottles used for soft drinks and water are made from polyethylene terephthalate
(Pet), which is highly recyclable. But as their use increases rapidly across the globe, efforts to collect
and recycle the bottles to keep them from polluting the oceans are failing to keep up.

Fewer than half  of  the bottles bought in 2016 were collected for recycling and just  7% of those
collected were turned into new bottles. Instead most plastic bottles produced end up in the ocean.
Between 5m and 13m tonnes of plastic enter the world’s oceans each year to be ingested by sea birds,
fish  and  other  organisms,  and  by  2050  the  ocean  will  contain  more  plastic  by  weight  than
fish, according to research by the Ellen MacArthur Foundation. Experts warn that some of it is already
finding  its  way  into  the  human  food  chain.  Scientists  at  Ghent  University  in  Belgium recently
calculated  people who eat seafood ingest up to 11,000 tiny pieces of plastic every year.

The majority of plastic bottles used across the globe are for drinking water, according to Rosemary
Downey,  head  of  packaging  at  Euromonitor  and  one  of  the  world’s  experts in  plastic  bottle
production.  China  is  responsible  for  most  of  the  increase  in  demand.  The  Chinese  public’s
consumption of bottled water accounted for nearly a quarter of global demand, she said. In 2015,
consumers in China purchased 68.4bn bottles of water and in 2016 this increased to 73.8bn bottles.
“This increase is being driven by increased urbanisation,” said Downey. “There is a desire for healthy
living and citizens have expressed strong concerns about groundwater contamination and the quality
of tap water, which all contribute to the increase in bottle water use,” she said. India and Indonesia are
also witnessing strong growth.

Plastic  drinking  bottles  could  be  made  out  of  100%  recycled  plastic,  known  as  RPet  –  and
campaigners are pressing big drinks companies to radically increase the amount of recycled plastic in
their  bottles.  But  brands  are  hostile  to  using  RPet  for  cosmetic  reasons  because  they want  their
products in shiny, clear plastic, according to Steve Morgan, of Recoup in the UK.

*binge: an occasion when an activity is done in an extreme way.

Fragment adapted from The Guardian, July 2017

OPCIÓN B

1. Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. COPY the evidence
from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points)

a) Activists have announced that an excessive use of plastic will aggravate climate change. 

http://www.ecotox.ugent.be/microplastics-bivalves-cultured-human-consumption
http://www.ecotox.ugent.be/microplastics-bivalves-cultured-human-consumption
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/assets/downloads/EllenMacArthurFoundation_TheNewPlasticsEconomy_15-3-16.pdf


b) Not only China plays an important role in the increase in plastic bottle consumption.
c) Drinks companies reject recycled polyethylene terephthalate because of its appearance. 

2. ANSWER the questions below. COPY no more than 10 words and/or a number from the text to
answer each question. (1.5 points)

a) How many of the plastic bottles picked up in 2016 were actually recycled?
b) Which is one of the reasons why people in China are drinking more bottled water?
c) Who may be consuming more than 10,000 pieces of plastic every year? 

3. WRITE a synonym (=), an opposite (≠), a definition or a sentence for each of the following words to 
show that you understand their meaning in the text. Use your own words. (1 point)
    
 a) soft drink (line 3) c) expert (line 14)
     b) to warn (line 10) d) radically (line 23)

4. READ this conversation and COMPLETE your part. Write the numbers (1-6) and complete each
sentence on your exam paper. (1.5 points)

You’ve just arrived home and your mum is in the kitchen

Mum: Did you buy the rice, dear?
You: (1) _________________________________.
Mum: Oh, darling! I only asked you to do one thing.
You: I know, I know. It won’t happen again. Next time (2) ______________________________.
Mum: That’s a good idea! And apart from your phone alarm, you’ll get three WhatsApp messages

from me instead of one. 
You: (3) ______________________________.
Mum: Don’t worry! It is not necessary. I’ll change the menu. We’ll have spaghetti instead.
You: (4) ______________________________. Just give me five minutes and I’ll bring the rice.
Mum: No, I can’t wait five minutes. It doesn’t matter that we had spaghetti on Sunday. We need

to eat early today because your brother has class in the afternoon.
You: But it’s still 13.00, he has plenty of time to get to university. (5) _____________________.
Mum: It’s OK. You’ll eat your spaghetti with a different sauce today. Don’t complain!
You: (6) ______________________________?
Mum: Salad. Grandad brought tomatoes yesterday from his vegetable garden and I’ve prepared a

lovely salad with them. 
You: A very healthy diet we’re having in this house, mum! 

5. Read the  following situations  and WRITE what you would say  in  each one  to  show that  you
understand the context of the situation. Write between 10 and 25 words. (1.5 points)

a) Your sister’s dream has always  been to be a doctor,  but her marks are not good enough to study
medicine. Give her some suggestions for her future. 

b) You get home after a party and your mum says you smell of alcohol. Give her an explanation.
c) Your 80 year-old grandma has  been using Facebook for  a few years,  now she wants  to have an

Instagram account. Tell her your opinion about her decision.

6. WRITE a composition of about 120-150 words on the following topic (3 points):
 

Our planet would be a better place if we all were much more careful. What can we do to help save the
planet?
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