
GRAMMAR EXERCISES

1 Complete the sentences with the verbs in brackets. Use the Present Simple affirmative. (6 points)

1. A child …………………… (start) school at the age of four.

2.  He …………………… (do) homework every day.

3. I usually …………………… (have) lunch at school.

4.The science teacher …………………… (teach) biology, chemistry or physics.

5. We …………………… (learn) French at school.

6. The lessons …………………… (end) at 3.15 pm.

2 Correct the sentences. Use the Present Simple negative. (6 points)

1.Students go to school on Sundays.

.......................................................................................................................

2.A calculator tells us the time.

.......................................................................................................................

3.We write with a paintbrush.

.......................................................................................................................

4.A sports teacher uses textbooks in the lessons.

.......................................................................................................................

5.Students read dictionaries in the literature lesson.

.......................................................................................................................

6.A compass needs electricity.

.......................................................................................................................

3 Complete the sentences with the verbs in brackets. Use the Present Continuous. (8 points)

1.We …………………………… (not run) in the park right now. We …………………………… (sit) on 
the grass.

2.Kay …………………………… (talk) to her friend. She …………………………… (not listen)  to her 
teacher.

3.I …………………………… (study) at the moment. I …………………………… (not play) a video 
game.

4.You …………………………… (work) too hard. You …………………………… (not get)  enough 
sleep.

4 Write sentences with the words below. Use the Present Continuous. (6 points)

1. Max / swim / in the ocean / right now / .



.......................................................................................................................

2. I / not take / a coat / today / .

.......................................................................................................................

3. you / wait / for me / ?

.......................................................................................................................

4. Jane / fly / to Paris / right now / ?

.......................................................................................................................

5. it / not rain / at the moment / .

.......................................................................................................................

6. why / you / cry / ?

.......................................................................................................................

5 Complete the sentences about a Rolling Stones concert. Use the affirmative or negative form of 
There was or There were. (5 points)

1.…………………………… five musicians – Mick Jagger and four members of his band.

2.…………………………… any Latin music. It was R&B and rock.

3.…………………………… a piano. Ian Stewart was the piano player.

4.It was very crowded. …………………………… thousands of people.

5.…………………………… any tickets left. The concert was sold out.

6 Complete the questions about music in the 1960s. Use Was there or Were there. (5 points)

1.…………………………… any techno music?

2.…………………………… electric guitars?

3.…………………………… any iPods?

4.…………………………… any rock music?

5.…………………………… music shops?

7 Complete the sentences with the verbs below. Use the Past Simple negative. (6 points)

walk • win • write • invent • become • paint

1.Van Gogh …………………………… the Mona Lisa. It was by Leonardo Da Vinci.

2.J.K. Rowling …………………………… Romeo and Juliet. It was by Shakespeare.

3. Neil Armstrong ……………………………on the moon in 2009. He was there on 20th July, 1969.

4.England …………………………… the FIFA World Cup in 2014. Germany got the cup.

5.Barack Obama …………president of the USA in 2004. His presidency started on 4th November, 2008.

6.Albert Einstein …………………………… the light bulb. It was Thomas Edison’s creation.

8 Write the sentences in the negative using the words in brackets. (6 points)

1.The plane landed at 10 o’clock. (9 o’clock)



.....................................................................................................................

2. David bought a house last week. (a car)

.....................................................................................................................

3.Tanya and Betty chatted on the Internet. (phone)

.....................................................................................................................

4. I met Kate at the sports centre. (post office) 

.....................................................................................................................

5.Irene wore a dress at the party. (jeans)

.....................................................................................................................

6.We went to Paris last summer. (New York)

.....................................................................................................................

9 Complete the sentences about a fire in Green Forest at 6 am yesterday. Use the Past Continuous. (8 
points)

1.The animals …………………………… (not sleep) at that time. They …………………………… (run) 
to safety.

2. An aeroplane …………………………… (drop) water onto the fire.

3. Most people …………………………… (not try) to extinguish the fire. They ………………… (watch) 
the rescue workers.

4.The rescue workers …………………………… (tell) people to stay away.

5. A reporter …………………………… (not listen) to the rescue workers. She ……………………
(take) 
pictures of the fire.

10 Read what other rescue workers were doing yesterday morning. Then complete the sentences 
with the Past Continuous affirmative or negative. (7 points)

Jim Gail Alan
6.15-
7.45

put equipment 
in boat

answer phones check safety 
equipment

7.45-
8.15

have breakfast have breakfast have breakfast

8.30-
2.30

take people to 
Rescue Centre

rescue people 
from homes

rescue people 
from homes

At 7 o’clock, Alan 1. ……………………………… (answer) phones. He 2. 

……………………………… (check) the safety equipment. At 8 o’clock, the rescue 

workers 3. ……………………………… (work). They 4. ……………………………… 

(eat). At 9 o’clock, Gail and Alan 5. ……………………………… (rescue) people from 

their homes and Jim 6. ……………………………… (take) them to the Rescue Centre. 

They 7. ……………………………… (have) an easy day.



11 Complete the sentences with can, can’t, could or couldn’t. (5 points)

1.I …………………… swim at the age of four. I started swimming when I was three.

2.Mary is very weak. She …………………… lift heavy objects.

3.Jack was ill last May. He …………………… go to school for a month.

4.Paul loves running. He …………………… run fast.

5.The students …………………… play tennis last year, but now they’re good players.

12 What do parents often say? Complete the sentences with can, can’t, mut or mutn’t. (5 points)

1.You …………………… be home by 11 o’clock.

2 .…………………… I come in your room?

3.You …………………… be late for school!

4.Your friends …………………… stay for dinner. I’m cooking a big salmon.

5.I …………………… find anything in this room!

READING EXERCISES

1 Read the text. Then tick ( )the sentences T (true), F (false) or DS (doesn’t say). (10 points)

The Himalayan Mountains in Nepal are a popular destination for travellers, but the mountains can be 
very dangerous. According to climate experts, global warming is causing snowstorms in the area – and 
this is causing avalanches.

On 15th October, 2014, hundreds of tourists were walking in the Himalayas. Suddenly, a snowstorm 
started and that soon created an avalanche. In a short time, up to two metres of snow was covering 
people on the mountain. Linor Kajan was one of those people. The snow was almost up to her shoulders
and she couldn’t move or see anything in the heavy storm. Luckily, a Nepalese guide found her and 
lifted her out of the snow. Then, he pulled her through the snow to a small café full of frightened tourists. 
They were all lucky to be alive. Thirty-nine people died in the avalanche that day.

Can 
people predict snowstorms and prevent future disasters? A week earlier, there was a hurricane near 
India and the hurricane travelled in the direction of Nepal. When storms reach very cold places, they 
become snowstorms. So it probably was possible to predict the weather on the Himalayas that day and 
prevent a terrible disaster. Unfortunately, people didn’t think of that at the time.

T F DS

1.Global warming is a problem in the Himalayas.                        ......
......

2.Linor Kajan ran to the café.                                          ......
......

3.The café wasn’t on the mountain.                                         ......
......

4.It’s probably possible to predict snowstorms.                            ......
......



5.The hurricane near India stayed in one place.                          ......
......

2 Choose the correct answer. (10 points)

1.Snowstorms can cause hurricanes / global warming / avalanches.

2.The avalanche was before the hurricane / on 15th October / before the snowstorm.

3.Linor Kajan received help from a tourist / climate expert / guide.

4.The avalanche killed hundreds of tourists / thirty-nine people / the people in the café.

5.In very cold places, a storm can become a snowstorm / a hurricane / safe.

3 Read the text. The complete the fact file. (10 points)

Bao Xishun is from Inner Mongolia, China. He held a Guinness World Record because he is 2.36 metres
tall. When he finished school, he went to the army for three years. After that, Xishun worked in a 
restaurant and soon he became famous for his extraordinary height.

Xishun doesn’t like being famous because he is very shy. But people are interested in Xishun and they 
enjoy reading stories about him. One great story happened in 2006 when he helped save two dolphins in
an unusual way. There were pieces of plastic in the dolphins’ bodies and it wasn’t possible to take them 
out with normal equipment. So, Xishun used his 1.06-metre-long arm to pull the plastic out.

Today, Xishun lives with his wife and son in a special house in Zunhua, near Beijing.
The house has got giant doors, a high toilet and an enormous bed. Xishun loves  his house. Now, he 
has got a place that is just right for him.

Full name Bao Xishun
From
Height
Years in the army
Personality
Family

4 Complete the sentences with one word. (10 points)

1.Xishun is famous because he is very …………………… .

....................................................................................................................................................................
2.After the army, Xishun had a job in a …………………… .

....................................................................................................................................................................3.In 
……………………, Xishun saved two dolphins.

....................................................................................................................................................................
4.The dolphins had …………………… in their bodies.

....................................................................................................................................................................

WRITING EXERCISES



1 Choose the correct answers.

1.The chicken soup was great! / My grandmother is 63. / I was ill last week. I 

felt really terrible. 2.Next / First / After that, I had a sore throat. 3.Finally / First / 

Then, I got a terrible headache. I took my temperature and 4.it / he / they was 

very high. At the weekend, my grandmother came. She gave me some of 5.his / 

its / her amazing chicken soup and I felt much better!

2 Complete the sentences with and, but, because and or.

1. He doesn’t play basketball …………………… do judo.

2. They’re smiling …………………… they’re happy.

3. Kate is clever, …………………… she doesn’t study.

4. I sometimes sweep the floor …………………… take out the rubbish.

5. Bob loves animals, …………………… he hasn’t got a pet.

3 Write the words in the correct order to make sentences.

1. classical / Segovia / a / was / musician

.......................................................................................................................

2. loud / likes / my dad / music

.......................................................................................................................

3. was / singer / terrible / the

.......................................................................................................................

4. has got / an / guitar / President Obama / expensive

.......................................................................................................................

5. beautiful / a / is / the clarinet / instrument

.......................................................................................................................




